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GETTING READY FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS 

Hello and welcome to the first Cuan Bhríde 
Childcare Centre newsletter.  I hope that you find 
the information informative and entertaining.  We 
want to share with you a bit of some of the 
educational and fun things the children here are 
doing.  Please remember that you can speak to 
your child’s Teacher to get more information than 
what is here! December is next week and the 
children are going to be very busy learning about 
our traditions that surround the holidays through 
the medium of play.  Each room has a weekly 
schedule outside its door so you can see what 
plans are for the children.  If you have a few 
moments, ask the Teachers how the activities 
went, and I am sure they will be able to tell you 
all about the creativity and learning that 
happened!   

Thank you for the Shoeboxes!  There 
were just under 50 shoeboxes collected 
for Team Hope.  If you want more 
information on how the boxes are 
distributed go to: 
www.teamhope.ie/christmas-shoebox-appeal/     

 

COMPLETION OF GRANT WORKS 

Earlier this year, Cuan Bhríde Childcare Centre 
was awarded €11,079 for maintenance work in 
the building and equipment.  The work has 
been completed and the equipment will 
hopefully be here before Christmas!  I would 
like to thank the businesses we worked with for 
their professionalism and service: Pat Tully 
Plumbing & Heating for new taps on children’s 
sinks and replacement of a water pump, Mark 
Lohan Fitted Furniture for the replacement of 
kitchen cabinet doors, Ecowise for cavity and 
attic insulation, Wesco for children’s 
equipment focusing on diversity and equality.  

We have a new website!  All of our 
Policy and Procedures will be on it, as 
well as information about the centre.  
Have a look: www.cuanbhride.ie  
Don’t forget our Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Cuan-
Bhride-Childcare-Centre-
178468822332788/    
 

 
 

http://www.teamhope.ie/christmas-shoebox-appeal/
http://www.cuanbhride.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/Cuan-Bhride-Childcare-Centre-178468822332788/
https://www.facebook.com/Cuan-Bhride-Childcare-Centre-178468822332788/
https://www.facebook.com/Cuan-Bhride-Childcare-Centre-178468822332788/


 

 

Baby Room News  
 

November was a very busy month for the children 
in the Baby Room.  Since the beginning of the 
school year, several new babies have settled in 
and we are all getting to know each other.  
Activities in this room focus on exploring the 
senses and different materials.  Children played in 
water, explored the inside of a pumpkin, and 
became painters using brushes and hands! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Toddler Room News 
 

The Toddler Room accommodates children aged 
18 months up to 3 years old.  As you can imagine, 
it is a very busy room!  The past month has been 
filled with seasonal activities such as autumn leaf 
painting, stick painting. Science week the children 
used their senses of sight, touch and smell when 
they watched what happened when apples were 
cut up into small pieces, placed into small jars, 
and different liquids where put in.  They tried three 
liquids: water, lemon juice, and vinegar.    The 
children explored the ingredients before they 
sealed up the jars.  After 2 days, the children 
looked to see what changes occurred! 
 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Toddler room also experimented with 
paint and found out what happened when 
baking soda was added to the paint and then 
vinegar!  They created Fizzy Paint!  What will 
they do in December? 
 

 



 

 

Rainbow Room News 
 
The Rainbow Room is busy with children 3-5 
years old.  They follow a routine and are still 
learning to solve problems, express themselves 
and to tidy up!  The world is an amazing place 
full of wonder new experiences.  This month they 
used their creativity and built amazing structures 
with recycled materials and crafted potato men.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Big Pre-School Room 
 

There are three groups in this classroom – the 
Yellow Group, the Blue Group, and the Green 
Group.  Each day the children participate in the 
Small Group Activities developed especially for 
them by their Key Person around the children’s 
interest. 
 
The Blue group got a new teacher recently!  She 
has gotten to know them in a very short amount 
of time!  Recently she planned a Construction 
theme which included Construction Bingo, 
making cement and building bridges, and 
drawing bridges. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

The Green Group have been exploring different 
textures.  The children have experimented with 
bubbles and paint.  What happens when bubbles 
are blown in water?  Then what happens when 
you a paint to the bubble solution?  Can you 
create art with paint bubbles?  The answer is yes 
you can! 
 
 
 
 
 

The Yellow Group have been just as busy as the 
other groups.  They have begun preparing for 
December’s Christmas Play!  The children have 
been creating their own Nativity Pictures.  The 
concentration and focus on what they are 
creating is inspirational! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There has been a new student that started a few 
weeks ago in the Big Pre-School Room!  The 
Travelling Bear has begun spending time with 
some of our students on the weekends!  
Everyone in the Big Pre-school Room will have a 
weekend with the Travelling Bear.  He has 
already had a few busy weekends out and about, 
eating pizza and watching the Rugby! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Afternoon Session News 
From 2pm-6pm the Big Pre-School Room turns into 
an afternoon session for full day care Preschool 
Children and the Jr & Sr Infants from Primary School.  
Together they spend the afternoon working on Lego 
creations, a lot of Messy Play, and Fantasy Play in 
the home corner!  There is an age range of children 2 
years 8 months up to 6 years old.  This creates an 
environment for children to learn from each other and 
for friendships to develop.  At the end of this month 
the children made clay pots.  They molded and 
painted them independently! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

After School Club News 
 

The After School Club is for children from 1st 
Class up to 6th Class.  Children are able to get 
homework done, go outside for a game of 
football, and there is an activity scheduled every 
day that the children planned themselves.  It can 
be cooking, making slime, painting with Tinfoil, or 
just playing board games.  It is up to the children 
to plan the weeks activities.  There is always 
hidden learning in the activities, such as maths 
skills when measuring ingredients for biscuits, 
chemical reactions with different ingredients for 
slime making, or turn taking and problem solving 
skills with every day interactions.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Happening this December 
 
Collections for St. Vincent De Paul 
Starting Monday, 3 December, Cuan Bhríde 
Childcare Centre will be collecting Food 
donations for St. Vincent De Paul.  We are 
looking for non-perishable food items.  A list of 
what is accepted will be given to you on Monday 
3rd or you could visit https://www.svp.ie/appeal-
2018/food-appeal.aspx for all of the details.   
 

Mindem Day 
The After School Club has been introduced to 
the Mindem Programme over the past few 
weeks.  The Mindem Programme is an Ant-
Bullying program for the older children.  It 
focuses on respecting people’s differences, 
promoting kindness, and solving problems by 
talking them out with people the children trust, 
their family and the After School Teachers. There 
was an information evening in September for 
Parents, and children began the programme 
shortly after that.  December 14th will be Cuan 
Bhríde Childcare Centre’s first Mindem Day!  
This will coincide with the Food Drive for St. 
Vincent De Paul.  We are encouraging random 
acts of kindness and the importance of helping 
people.   

Message from the 
Chairperson 

 

On behalf of the Voluntary Management 
Committee I would like to say a big thank you to 
all the staff of Cuan Bhride Childcare centre for 
all their hard work, support and dedication to the 
service over the past year. Also; thank you to you 
the Parents for all your support and commitment 
to the service which is greatly appreciated. 

The committee are delighted to say 2018 has 
been a very successful year in Cuan 
Bhride.  Congratulations to Amy and staff on the 
introduction of the “The Mindem Programme”  

PRE-SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PLAY 

On the 21st December at 10am, the Pre-school 
children will be performing their Traditional 
play and Concert.  There will be up to 30 
children participating in the performance!  
Parents are invited to drop their children off at 
9:30am as normal and them go to the Kilbride 
Community Centre Small Hall for coffee, tea, 
and a few treats before the performance.  
There will be a party for the children directly 
after!  The Pre-school teachers are looking for 
a few parents to volunteer some time to help 
with rehearsals beforehand and to help serve 
tea and coffee before the performance.  If you 
think you can help, please speak to one of the 
Pre-school Teachers. 
 

December School Closure 
Friday, 21 December will be the last day that 
Cuan Bhríde Childcare Centre will be open in 
the year 2018.  We will be closed from the 24 
December 2018 and will re-open on 
Wednesday 2 January 2019.  The opening 
hours will remain the same for the days before 
the break and after the break.  The children 
that participate in the ECCE Free Pre-school 
Scheme and the After School Club will not be 
expected back until the 7 January.  If you do 
wish for your child to attend between 2nd Jan – 
4th Jan, please contact the manager to see if 
there is availability, as spaces are limited.  If 
you will not be bringing your child to the centre 
during the first three days of the new year, 
please let the Teachers know as we may be 
able to give the space to someone else who 
needs it.  Thank you for your help! 
 
 

which has recently been implemented in the 
centre. Cuan Bhride is the first childcare centre 
in Ireland to introduce an anti-bullying 
programme to support and equip our children 
with essential life skills.  This programme has 
been specially designed for the centre and the 
committee would like to wish Amy and all the 
staff every success with the programme.   

The committee would like to take this opportunity 
to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year.   

Georgina Clark 

Chairperson 
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